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West Linton St Andrew’s 
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Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister ... 

We took the opportunity during Lent to hold some conversations around 

topics and issues identified as worth exploring within and between our 

congregations in the linkage.  I was personally encouraged by the attendance, 

contribution and willingness to engage with this journey.  Around thirty 

attended two of the evenings, over twenty on three of them.  We looked at 

Worship, Mission, Communication, Relationships, and Pastoral Care.  People 

shared stories, insights and ideas with others of various perspectives and with 

some input from myself we were able to focus in on some priorities.  People 

offered their names to be part of small teams to take things forward and that 

was also very encouraging. 

All of this concluded on the Thursday of Holy Week when over forty gathered 

for communion in Newlands Church where together we shared bread and 

wine, the story of Jesus’ reconciling love, and we also shared more fellowship 

over conversations and tea.   

This journey together echoed something of the journey a few friends of Jesus 

had on that Emmaus Road after Easter (Luke 24).  They were saddened by 

what they had experienced, heard stories they could not quite believe, shared 

their own experiences as they tried to come to terms with the past and all 

they had heard, as they wandered on not quite sure what lay ahead for them 

as they headed home hoping for some kind of normality to return to their 

living. 

It was in the sharing of their stories a stranger drew close.  In trying to 
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understand the circumstances that words of comfort and hope were offered 

to them.  It was in their openness to inviting the stranger in that their 

hospitality offered a space to learn.  As they ate and broke bread together 

that it dawned on them and they finally realised Jesus remained with them in 

a new and different way.  They were then able to say, “It was like a fire 

burning inside!”  Something moved and stirred within them in the sharing and 

journeying together.  Then it is as though Jesus left them to get on with living 

the story.  In continuing to trust that Jesus was present in the conversations, 

in the walking together, in the eating together and being hospitable to 

welcome a stranger into their company then Jesus comes alive for them. 

It was not an easy journey for them, and it is not always easy for us as we 

walk a new road together.  But Easter reminds us that it is in the midst of the 

emptiness, confusion, uncertainty, and when everything seemed over that a 

new direction emerges with its accompanying hope, life, and enlivening 

offering the creation of a new community of faith. 

We are Easter people who walk in faith, travel together in hope, and live in 

love. 

Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 1) 

Christian Aid Week 12-18th May 2019 ... 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK EVENTS for your diary 

COFFEE MORNING Saturday 11th May at Graham Institute, 10am-12 noon. Stalls for 

home baking, bedding plants, Fairtrade produce. Quality raffle. 

Please come, enjoy good company and support the launch of Christian Aid Week. 

CHRISTIAN AID SERVICE Sunday 12th May St Andrew’s Church at 11.15am, led by Rev 

Stewart McPherson. All welcome. 

HOUSE to HOUSE collection 12-18th May. Our teams in the linkage raised an impressive 

total of £3749 last year. New collectors, young and older, are always welcome! If you 

are interested and can spare a few hours, speak to Robert Higgins (01968 660629).  
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall  

2.00pm to 4.00pm 

10th May 

24th May 

7th June 

21st June 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

(Note change of time) 

1st May 

7.30pm to 8.00pm 

15th May 

Guid Blethers 

Old Church Hall 

2.00pm to 3.30pm 

9th May 

23rd May 

13th June 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall 

Fridays  

9.30am to 12.00 noon 

 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Sunday 19th May 2019 - Princes Street Gardens 

THE OPEN GATE PROJECT 
A new community resource will be starting up shortly.   Look out for future posters 

around the area, giving the starting date, and contact details.    

The Open Gate is being funded by the Go For It Fund of the Church of Scotland, and will 

be a counselling service available for all ages, and free of charge, offering Solution-

based Brief Therapy.   This is a pleasant and quick way of helping various problems such 

as anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, unhappy family relationships, school behav-

ioural difficulties etc.   Unlike traditional forms of therapy, this approach focuses from 

the outset on helping to discover the client’s own strengths and solutions, and most 

problems have usually resolved within 1-4 sessions. 

You will find The Open Gate in Newlands Centre on Friday afternoons between 2 and 

5pm, and appointments can be made by phoning or texting the dedicated phone line.   

This number will be advertised soon.                                                 Margaret Habeshaw 
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Door Duties 

May  K Dykes Choir 

  P Graham Main 

  M Knott Gallery (£) 

June  T Hoskins Choir 

  N Calvert Main (£) 

  M Turnbull Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

May    5th Pat Graham 

  12th Robert Higgins 

  19th Helen Dry 

  26th John Dykes 

June    2nd John Dykes 

    9th Helen Dry 

  16th Pat Graham 

  23rd Matthew Whalley 

  3oth Matthew Whalley 

Drivers 

May Driver 1 Neil Calvert 

   01968 660807 

 Driver 2 Steven Whalley 

   01968 661158 

June Driver 1 Colin Herd 

   01968 661785 

 Driver 2 Pat Graham 

   01721752205 

Services May 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  5th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott 

12th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Rachel Dobie Rev Stewart McPherson 

19th David Henderson-Howat David Henderson-Howat Rev Stewart McPherson 

26th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Mary McElroy 

 2nd 
June 

Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Chris Levison Kevin Scott 

Flower Donations - May 
Mrs N Gordon & Mrs M Gray 

Mrs Audrey McIntosh 
Flower Fund 

Flowers arranged by Susan Scott 

Flower Donations - June 
Rae Bell 

Flower Fund 
Marianne Jack 

Jack & Ivy Stafford 
Pat Graham 

Arranged by Chris Whittemore 

Material for the June Magazine should be submitted to the editor by  Monday 

20th May 2019.  The June issue will be available on 26th May.  

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  herd.carradale@btinternet.com.  Please include 

‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


